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Personal Information

Name:
E-mail:
Website:

Language:

Bohyun KIM
Bohyun.Kim@Ugent.be; b.kim@aia-nrw.org

University profile; personal website

Korean (native), English (fluent), German (fluent)

Education and Academic Experience

10. 2024 — now

02. 2025 — now

04. 2025 - 10. 2025

02. 2021 - 02. 2025

09. 2012 - 11. 2014

2010 - 2011

2007 - 2012

PhD candidate in Political Sciences, Ghent Institute for International and
European Studies, Ghent University, Belgium

Dissertation: Decentering EU Climate Leadership: Strategic Followership Agency in
the South Korean Green Transition (Submitted; Degree expected August 2026)

Early Career Researcher, Academy of International Affairs NRW, Bonn, Germany
Maternity leave

Research Associate (E13 TV-L), Institute of Political Science & Institute of East
Asian Studies (IN-EAST), University of Duisburg-Essen, Germany

M.Sc. in European Studies, Maastricht University, the Netherlands; and
M.A. in Political Science, Universitat zu Kéln, Cologne, Germany:
Double master’s degrees program

Two exchange semesters, Department of Political Science, Leibniz Universitat
Hannover, Germany

B.A. in Political Science and International Relations
Ewha Woman'’s University, Seoul, Republic of Korea

Teaching Experience

02. 2021 - 02. 2025
(1 seminar per semester,
8 semesters in total)
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¢ Doing Social Scientific Research: Using Examples in an East Asian
Context
MA-Seminar, Institute of East Asian Studies (IN-EAST), University of
Duisburg-Essen
¢ Comparative Regionalism: Comparing Europe and East Asia
BA-Seminar, Institute of Political Science, University of Duisburg-Essen
e EU Climate Governance in a Globalizing World
BA-Seminar, Institute of Political Science, University of Duisburg-Essen
¢ Governance and Civil Society in a Globalizing World
BA-Seminar, Institute of Political Science, University of Duisburg-Essen


mailto:Bohyun.Kim@Ugent.be
mailto:b.kim@aia-nrw.org
https://www.ugent.be/ps/politiekewetenschappen/gies/en/team/phdresearchers/bohyun-kim
https://bohyunkim.wannabegreen.eu/

Publications

Peer-reviewed articles

Bohyun Kim (2023). “South Korea's Partial Withdrawal from the 2015 Korea-Japan Comfort Women
Agreement: Changed National Role Conceptions via Increased Social Influence (2015-2018)”, ASIEN —
The German Journal on Contemporary Asia, 164/165 (Juli/Oktober 2022): 70-95.
https://doi.org/10.11588/asien.2022.164/165.22664

Manuscripts under review

Bohyun Kim. (2026, June). The Geopolitics of Green Industrial Policy Integration: Comparing Divergent
Pathways and Functional Convergence in EU and South Korean Hydrogen Strategies. Special Issue on
the European Green Deal and Implications for Policy Integration. Status: Revise and Resubmit at Journal
of Environmental Policy & Planning.

Bohyun Kim. (2026, March). From Leadership to Followership: Challenging Epistemic Circularity in EU
Climate Leadership Studies. Status: Under Review at Journal of Common Market Studies.

Bohyun Kim. (2026, April). Beyond the Brussels Effect: Selective Localization and the Anti-Normative
Reconstruction of the EU Taxonomy for Sustainable Activities in South Korea. Status: Under Review at
Journal of Common Market Studies.

Bohyun Kim. (2026, July). Provincializing the EU in Global Climate and Energy Governance: A
Comparative Regionalism Approach. Status: Under Revision.

Other contributions

“EU’s Regulatory- vs. South Korea’s Developmental Hydrogen Policy Leadership”, AIA-NRW Magazine
#04, publication scheduled June/July 2026

Follow the Leader? Policy Recommendations for Rethinking the EU’s Green Leadership in Asia Pacific.
no. 5/2025, Policy Brief. GreenDeal-NET Jean Monnet Network, VUB Centre for Environment, Economy
and Energy, 2025

Taxonomie: Ist die europdische Demokratie fit flir den Klimawandel? Makronom: Online-Magazin fiir
Wirtschaftspolitik, September 9, 2023

Is EU democracy fit for climate change? The case of the “green taxonomy”, in Blog Series
,Uberstaatliches Regieren zwischen Diplomatie und Demokratie — aktuelle Debatten um die Reform der
EU", Der (europaische) Foderalist Blog & regierungsforschung.de, published August 15, 2023
Supported missions to Korea by collecting data, conducting interviews and providing interpretation and
translation for OECD Research Project “Strengthening the Governance of Skills Systems: Lessons from
Six OECD Countries”, published March 27, 2020

Paradoxes of a Smart City — Part 1: Efficiency Increase vs. Absolute Consumption, ICLEI Blog, published
March 30, 2016

The Smart Cities Debate 2.0: Would the Real Smart City Please Stand Up, co-authored with Roman
Mendle, ICLEI Blog, February 22, 2016

Work Experience

2017 UN Climate Conference Management Specialist

United Nations Climate Conference Secretariat (UNFCCC), Bonn, Germany
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https://doi.org/10.11588/asien.2022.164/165.22664
https://makronom.de/taxonomie-ist-die-europaeische-demokratie-fit-fuer-den-klimawandel-44781
https://www.foederalist.eu/2023/08/bohyun-kim-taxonomy.html
https://www.oecd.org/germany/strengthening-the-governance-of-skills-systems-3a4bb6ea-en.htm
https://www.oecd.org/germany/strengthening-the-governance-of-skills-systems-3a4bb6ea-en.htm
http://talkofthecities.iclei.org/paradoxes-of-a-smart-city-1-efficiency-increase-vs-absolute-consumption/
http://talkofthecities.iclei.org/the-smart-cities-debate-2-0-would-the-real-smart-city-please-stand-up/

2015 -2017

2013

2012

2011

e Mobilized and trained 1,000 youth volunteers to support the facilitation and the
organization of the 2017 UN Climate Conference; and

e Delivered research on citizen’s role in global climate action, project concept notes and -
plan for the UN Climate Volunteers project

Officer, City-Business Cooperation
ICLEI Local Governments for Sustainability, World Secretariat, Bonn, Germany

e Provided research, case studies, online articles, newsletters and educational materials
on Green Growth, Smart urban development, and city-business cooperation; and

e Coordinated and organized international events at 2016 UN Climate Conference in
Marrakech (Morocco) and 2015 UN Climate Conference in Paris (France)

Intern, Publications
UNESCO International Centre for Technical and Vocational Education and Training
(UNESCO-UNEVOC), Bonn, Germany

e Conducted market research and drafted activity proposals, including an UNESCO-
UNEVOC Academic Journal product proposal

Trainee, Political Section
The EU Delegation in the Republic of Korea, Seoul, Republic of Korea

e Provided briefing memos, background information and analytical reports; and

e Supported the EU diplomatic activities at seminars, conferences and other official events
including the Nuclear Security Summit 2012

Intern, Governance Research Unit
East Asia Institute (A policy think tank), Seoul, Republic of Korea

e Conducted interviews, collected data and research for the EAl Research Project -
“Regional Integration of Pyeongtaek Civil Society and the U.S. Army in Multilateralism”

Academic Activities

Research fellowship

GreenDeal-NET Short-Term Research Fellowship 2023/24, Centre for Environment, Economy and
Energy, Brussels School of Governance, Belgium, February 2024

Presentations

“Distinctive pathways of hydrogen policy integration: The EU and South Korea with their green

deal strategies”, Paper presentation at Industrial Decarbonization and Hydrogen: The Politics and
Economics of Sustainable Structural Transformation, Research Institute for Sustainability (RIFS),
Potsdam, Germany, October 28-29, 2025

"Regulatory- vs. developmental green industrial path? Comparative research on the EU’s- and

South Korea’s hydrogen policy integration”, first draft presentation at GreenDeal-Net policy
integration special issue workshop, Brussels School of Governance (VUB), Brussels, Belgium,
September 10, 2024

“When South Korea follows the EU: A comparative discourse analysis of taxonomy for sustainabl

e activities”, Poster presentation at the10" Environmental Politics and Governance Conference,
Université Laval, Québec, Canada, June 18-21, 2024
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“The Influence of Institutions: Domestic Climate Policymaking in East Asia (Korea) and the EU”,
in Section 3: External Perspectives on Green Deal Policy, EU ExAct Workshop: Perspectives on Korean
and European Green Deal Policy, KU Leuven, Belgium, May 14, 2024

“Securitizing climate change around green taxonomy: EU and South Korea”, in Panel: Connectivity
and Security: The Case of EU-Asia Relations”, 8th Conference of European Union in International Affairs
(EUIA), Institute for European Studies, Vrije Universiteit Brussels, Belgium, May 3-5, 2023

“A comparative analysis of EU's- and South Korea's climate policymaking", in Panel 3: Green
Transformation in sustainability-, climate- and energy politics, 16th Annual Forum of State-,
Administration- and Policy Studies (FoJuS), NRW School of Governance, University of Duisburg-Essen,
Germany, March 2-3, 2023

“’Carbon Neutrality’ with or without nuclear energy? The ideas of nuclear energy in South Korean
public discourse (2020-2022)”, The 11th World Congress of Korean Studies, Suwon, South Korea,
October 19-21, 2022

“Academic Discussion on ‘Comfort Women’ Movement as Transnational Advocacy Network”, the
10th Biannual DGA conference “Multi-Level Dynamics of Identity Formation and Institution Building”
hosted by AREA-Ruhr, Germany, March 16, 2021

Accepted panel proposals

“Reflecting the external dimensions of EU’s global green leadership with comparative research”,
the 9™ Conference of European Union in International Affairs (EUIA), Brussels School of Governance,
Brussels, Belgium, May 21-23, 2025

“Connectivity and Security: The Case of EU-Asia Relations”, the 8" Conference of European Union in
International Affairs (EUIA), Institute for European Studies, Vrije Universiteit Brussels, Belgium, May 3-5,
2023: Panel proposal co-authored with Center for EU-Asia Connectivity, Jean Monnet Centre of
Excellence, University of Bochum, Germany

Social Engagement

Participated as Juniorforum-mentor at 20., 21., 22. Germany-Korea Forum from 2022-24

“Green Détente strategy on the Korean peninsula and European experience in signing the 1975 Helsinki
Declaration”, Panel discussant in Seminar: What are the challenges and opportunities for the Unified Korea,
Embassy of the Republic of Korea — Bonn Office & Korea Institute for National Unification (KINU),
Wissenschaftszentrum, Bonn, Germany, December 19, 2022

“25 Years of UN City of Bonn: Early days, highlights and challenges Bonn”, Discussant at UN Talks on
‘United Nations Day’, October 22, 2021

Scholarship and Grants

2024 Association for Korean Studies in Europe (AKSE) Travel Grant

2023/24 GreenDeal-NET Short-Term Research Fellowship Grant

2012/2013 Full scholarship for the Master program at Maastricht University - Orange Tulip Scholarship of
Maastricht University and Nuffic Neso Korea

2010 1st and 2nd Semester Dean’s List & Honor Scholarship, Ewha Womans University, Seoul, Republic
of Korea

2010 1st Semester Volunteer Scholarship, Ewha Womans University, Seoul, Republic of Korea

<END >
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